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experiences acquired during life in the three planes—the
physical, astral and lower mental worlds.
It is called the causal body because in it reside all
the causes which manifest themselves as effects on the
lower planes ; because in it lies the cause of our slower or
faster progress, as it is upon the treasure stored in this
body that we have to depend for our character and ca-
pacity each time we take a new birth on earth. When the
individual takes on a new set of bodies for his next stay
on earth, he draws from the storehouse of the causal body
higher powers of heart and mind than were his during the
last life, and during the new incarnation he will build up
still higher qualities and pass them on to enrich his causal
body.
Q. What is the shafe and use of the causal body ?
Ans. This soul-body, so called because the soul of man
—an individual and permanent Consciousness—lives in
this body, is a human form, neither of man nor of woman
with sex characteristics, but more of the angel of tradition^
It is surrounded by an ovoid of fiery, luminous matter, yet
delicate as the evanescent tints of the sunset. This form,
called the Augoeides, and the ovoid of luminous matter
surrounding it, make up the soul's permanent habitation,
the causal body ; and in that body the soul lives, undying
and eternal.
To a clairvoyant this body appears as an ovoid
surrounding the physical body and extending to a distance
of some eighteen inches. In the early stage of a c young
soul?, or a primitive man differing little from the animal
stage he has left behind, the causal body is small, almost
colourless, resembling a bubble or a delicate film and grows
very slowly. Its matter, the matter of the higher mental
world, is not active until the advancement of the man

